8th-Narrative Checklist

Introduction
1. Is there a hook (attention-getter)?

2. Is the setting mentioned?

3. Does the intro give a little information WITHOUT giving too much away?

Body Paragraph 1

1. Is there a topic sentence that transitions well from the introduction?

2. Is there commentary that explains the beginning of the story?

3. Are there strong adjectives and vocabulary?

4. Were emotions used to draw you in?

5. Does the concluding sentence wrap up the paragraph and ease into body 2?

Body Paragraph 2

1. Is there a topic sentence that transitions well from body 1?

2. Is there commentary that explains the middle of the story?

3. Are there strong adjectives and vocabulary?

4. Were emotions used to draw you in?

5. Does the concluding sentence wrap up the paragraph and ease into body 3?

Body Paragraph 3

1. Is there a topic sentence that transitions well from body 2?

2. Is there commentary that explains the end of the story?

3. Are there strong adjectives and vocabulary?

4. Were emotions used to draw you in?

5. Does the concluding sentence wrap up the paragraph and ease into the conclusion?

Conclusion

1. Is there a sentence that summaries body 1?

2. Is there a sentence that summaries body 2?

3. Is there a sentence that summaries body 3?

4. Does the conclusion successfully wrap up the story?

5. Does the conclusion explain how the writer/character grew/changed as a result of their experience?

Grammar/mechanics Checklist: 

1. Read through the entire paper and look at all of the words that end with –s. Check and make sure that the writer didn’t forget to make a possessive –s. On the paper, put ’s (apostrophe s) anywhere where it is needed.

2. Check for proper comma use! Use commas before conjunctions such as “but,” “and,” and “or.” Also use commas to join to thoughts that cannot stand-alone.

3. Check for proper semicolon use. Use a semicolon instead of a comma if two thoughts are completely independent and can stand-alone. 

4. Check for sentences beginning with the word “So.” Get rid of the word. It probably isn’t needed. 
5. Read through the entire paper. Mark all uses of the words “they” and “their,” and make sure that the antecedents are plural.

6. Read the entire paper and make sure that all sentences make sense. Mark sentences that don’t make sense and suggest how the writer can change them.

7. Read the entire paper again and make sure that all words are spelled correctly. Circle words that are questionable. Check for common misspelled words: then, than, effect, affect, its, it’s, their, there, to, too, two.

