8th Grade Short Story Rubric


CONTENT/ORGANIZATION/PLOT

Introduction  (Beginning)
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· The author used a hook to draw the reader in 
· The setting and characters are introduced 

· The introduction makes the reader want to continue reading 
· The introduction gives a little information WITHOUT giving too much away 

Body (Middle)
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· The introduction reveals the story elements without giving too much away

· Introduction reveals the setting, main character(s), and sets the proper tone

· Introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion are organized in a logically
· Story flows fluidly from beginning, to middle, to end (sequence of events)
· Each paragraph smoothly transitions from one to the next

· The story sets up a conflict, and solves this conflict properly

· Story contains content that is appropriate for school

· Story content is unique, intriguing, and easy to understand 

· Paper is a minimum of 2.5 typed pages

Conclusion (End)
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· The story ends tastefully and in a proper way
· The story is “wrapped up” successfully

· The ending of the story leaves the readers with answer/or wanting to read more

· A resolution to the story is provided. It isn’t left incomplete or with a confusing ending

STORY ELEMENTS
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· Characters, setting, rising action, climax, and falling action are provided

· Imagery is used to provide detail and description

· Dialogue is used between characters
· Emotions are evoked within the reader
· Point of view and tense are clear
· Story mimics one of Edgar Allan Poe’s styles (emotional/suspenseful/mystery/dark) 
MECHANICS/LANGUAGE
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· Capitalization is used to begin a sentence/for proper nouns 

· Proper punctuation (commas and semicolons) are used to eliminate run-ons and fragments

· Fragments are not used; sentences are full of detail and description 

· Sentence structure is appropriate and proper (subjects and verbs agree)  

· Apostrophes with “s” and plural use of “s” are used correctly 

· Precise and sophisticated word choice is used; strong adjectives are used

· Sentence structure and word choice both vary to provide depth Sentences contain proper structure-subjects and verbs agree

· The paper contains proper spelling, capitalization, and punctuation

MLA FORMAT









/10

· Story is double spaced

· Story is typed in Times New Roman font

· Headings (both left and right) are Times New Roman font

· Entire paper is 12 point font (including right-hand header)

· Title is present and centered (not bolded/italicized/underlined)

· Left header includes the student’s first and last name, teacher name, class or period number, and date (in proper format)

· Author’s last name and page number is in the upper right hand corner
