Creative Short Story Checklist

Story Elements:

1. Is there a hook (attention-getter)?

2. Is the setting mentioned?
3. Are there strong adjectives that add sufficient details?

4. Does the story logically flow from beginning, to middle, to end?

5. Does the story make sense to all readers? In other words, do you have to know the author or about a certain situation in order to fully understand the story? 

6. Does the author use imagery to bring the story to life?

7. Are the parts of the story that seem to be drawn out? If so, suggest how the author can trim these areas.

8. Does the story keep your interest the entire time? If not, suggest how they can adjust details to keep the reader’s interest. 

9. Were emotions used to draw you in? Can you feel connected and invested in the characters and overall plot?

10. Does the author use mature vocabulary?

11. Is it obvious that the author challenged themselves?
Grammar/mechanics Checklist: 

1. Read through the entire paper and look at all of the words that end with –s. Check and make sure that the writer didn’t forget to make a possessive –s. On the paper, put ’s (apostrophe s) anywhere where it is needed.

2. Check for proper comma use! Use commas before conjunctions such as “but,” “and,” and “or.” Also use commas to join to thoughts that cannot stand-alone.

3. Check for proper semicolon use. Use a semicolon instead of a comma if two thoughts are completely independent and can stand-alone. 

4. Check for sentences beginning with the word “So.” Get rid of the word. It probably isn’t needed. 

5. Read through the entire paper. Mark all uses of the words “they” and “their,” and make sure that the antecedents are plural.

6. Read the entire paper and make sure that all sentences make sense. Mark sentences that don’t make sense and suggest how the writer can change them.

7. Read the entire paper again and make sure that all words are spelled correctly. Circle words that are questionable. Check for common misspelled words: then, than, effect, affect, its, it’s, their, there, to, too, two.

