Creative Short Story Expectations

Ask yourself these questions as you write your short story. Your peers will use this checklist during the peer editing process. I will also be using aspects of this checklist when I grade your final draft. 

1. Is there a hook (attention-getter)?

2. Is the setting mentioned?
3. Are there strong adjectives that add sufficient details?

4. Does the story logically flow from beginning, to middle, to end?

5. Does the story make sense to all readers? In other words, do you expect your reader to know you, or something about you, in order to fully understand this story? If so, please revise.

6. Do you use imagery to bring the story to life?

7. Are the parts of the story that seem to be drawn out? If so, please trim down these areas.

8. Will your story keep your reader’s interest the entire time?

9. Are you using emotions to draw in your reader? Can your reader feel connected and invested in the characters and overall plot?

10. Are you using mature vocabulary?

11. Are you challenging yourself? Or is it obvious that you chose an easy, simple topic?
