Flowers for Algernon Reading Questions
1. What does Charlie think is the difference between himself and smart people? What does Charlie fail to see about the “smart” people?

2. The author presents “Flowers for Algernon” as a series of progress reports or journal entries. Is this style an effective way to tell the story? Why or why not? Support your opinion with examples. 

3. Suppose you wanted to change something about yourself. Someone offers you a risky operation to grant your wish, but the change will last only a few months. Describe the internal conflict you might have when faced with this decision. 

4. Reread the progress reports for March 6th-8th. How does the writer use dramatic irony to show Charlie’s personality and intelligence?

5. Fill in the cause and effect chart below:

	Cause
	Effect

	Because Charlie’s operation is a success…


	

	Because Charlie is smarter than his coworkers are….


	

	Because Mr. Donnegan lets Charlie go….
	


6. Look over the story and provide two examples of foreshadowing used in the story.

7. What does Charlie fear losing the most?

8. Why does Charlie want to leave New York City?

9. Do you think Charlie’s other types of “intelligence” increase or decrease? Give examples to support your answer. 

10. Would the story have been better if it ended differently?
