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The Lottery

By Shirley Jackson

Please answer the following questions in

complete sentences.

During/Post Reading Questions:

1. What is the setting of “The Lottery”? 

2. How do you know the time period of the story? 

3. What is the mood/tone at the beginning of the story?
4. Why did Mr. Summers use paper slips instead of wooden chips in the lottery? 

5. How is the lottery different than how it used to be? 

6. What was Mrs. Hutchinson doing before she came to the town meeting? Is this important? 

7. Who is Old Man Warner? What attitude does he represent? 

8. Why do people do the lottery? 

9. Do you think the people believe they have a choice? Why or why not? 

10. Why does Mrs. Hutchinson keep saying that it isn’t fair? 

11. What is ironic about the title of the story? 

12. Form what point of view is this told? 

13. At what point in the story did you start to think about “the lottery” in a different way? (Be specific.)


