
“The Masque of the Red Death” Study Questions
1.  What does the Prince hope to do by locking himself in the castle?  Why would he have the doors barred from the outside as well?  Beyond physical safety, what is Prince Prospero attempting to do by leaving everything but merriment outside?
2. Describe exterior of the castle.  What do they have around the exterior?  Usually, what would this setup be preparing for?  What is the significance of this?
3.  Describe the layout of the interior.  How many rooms are there, what are their colors, etc.?

4. What is the significance of the blood-red room being in the west? Why do the men avoid the blood-red room?  Think about what it symbolizes.  

5.  What does the clock symbolize? What does the chiming of the clock interrupt?  What does this remind the people of?
6. Based on what they are trying to avoid, why is it so unacceptable that someone is dressing up like Death?  

7.  What is the significance of the Prince chasing the masked man from the eastern-most room to the second to last room in the west? Symbolically, what has he done?
8. Why does the Prince die BEFORE Death does anything?  Consider his goals when answering.
