Study Guide: The Messenger
Analyzing the Novel


1. What is the mood and tone of the opening of the novel?

2. Describe Matty.

3. What is unique about Seer?

4. Describe Matty’s relationship with Forest.

5. How has Matty changed since living in Village?

6. What did Matty hope his true name would be?

7. How does Mentor begin to change? What can we assume about Mentor?

8. Give an example of romance within the novel.

9. What keeps changing about Ramon? What do you think happened to him?

10. Describe the events and people involved the Trade Mart Matty witnesses.

11. When Leader sees beyond before Matty leaves for Kira’s village, what does he see? What device is being used here?

12. Why doesn’t Seer live with Kira?

13. How did Matty show Kira his gift?

14. Describe Kira’s gift

15. Why did Leader say, “The world needed his gift?”

16.  What happens to the people in Forest and Village at the novel’s resolution?

17. What would Matty’s true name have been?

18. Describe the return journey through Forest for all three characters.

19.  Respond to the three essential questions. These are located on the board and on The Messenger page of the website

Grammar and Mechanics

20. How do you use commas with coordinating conjunctions?

21. How do you use commas when writing a sentence with the correlative conjunctions?

22. How do you use commas when writing a sentence that includes three or more words/phrases/clauses in a list?

23. How do you use commas when writing a sentence that includes an introductory word, phrase, or clause?

