
Of Mice and Men
Closing Argument Paper
Due: Thursday, May 11th
Possible Points: 50
Rough draft will be completed on GoogleDocs

Context:
Now that you have completed reading the novella, you know that George kills Lennie.
This act is presented as the humane and right thing to do for Lennie, which it very well could have been. Playing “Devil's Advocate”, though, one could ask if indeed this was the correct decision. If Lennie had been taken to trial, perhaps he would have been excused on grounds of lack of mental competence and may have been given a better life than he had with George.

Prompt:

In this writing assignment, George Milton has been put on trial for the murder of Lennie Small. You and your group will be addressing whether or not George did this to escape his responsibility over Lennie, or because he wanted to provide a humane death for him. Make sure that you acknowledge both sides of the argument in both your thesis, and in your paper. However, focus on proving your opinion more than supporting the opposing view. 

Requirements:

1. Students are to work individually on their assigned paragraph, but work together to monitor each other’s progress.

2. Students are to work together to make sure the essay is organized and includes a proper claim, relevant evidence from the text to support the claim, and maintains a formal writing style.

3. Each body paragraph needs to include AT LEAST 1 quote that is properly cited and properly supported. 

4. Your paper should ACKNOWLEDGE the opposing argument, but shouldn’t spend too much time discussing it. Make your stance CLEAR. 

5. Your thesis MUST take a stance---make it obvious which side you agree with. Did George do this to give Lennie a humane death? Or did he do this to escape his responsibility? ANSWER this in your thesis, and prove it in your body paragraphs. 

6. Body paragraphs should be 7-9 detailed sentences. 

7. The introduction should be at least 4 sentences, and should include the name of the book, author, and background information about the two main characters.

8. The conclusion should be at least 5 sentences, and should restate the thesis in new words. It should also restate key main ideas from each paragraph, but take one last chance to persuade your reader to side with you. 

