Socratic Seminar on Of Mice and Men

Questions for Group A:

1. What do all of the characters in Of Mice and Men have in common? What do they share? How does this relate to the time period? Find evidence to support your answer.

2. Why don’t we ever learn the name of Curley’s wife? What does this say about her character? How does contribute to gender roles during this time period? Find evidence to support your answer.

3. Compare and contrast how George and Lennie view each other in their friendship. Why does George stay with Lennie when he is such a problem for him? Why does Lennie need George? Why does George need Lennie? Is George’s relationship with Lennie more or less complicated that Lennie’s relationship with George? Find evidence to support your answer.

4. Did George save Lennie by killing him, or did he finally escape his responsibility over him? Find evidence to support your answer.

Questions for Group B:

5. Find examples of foreshadowing in the novel. How were various situations in the novel foreshadowed? Think about the puppy, Curley’s wife, and Lennie’s demise when answering this question. Find evidence to support your answer.

6. How did the execution of Candy’s dog relate to Lennie’s execution? Should people who are no good to society, but rather, who are a burden to society, should be euthanized to spare both them and society a waste of time and tax dollars? Find evidence to support your answer.

7. Is Crooks better off than the other characters in the novel? He has his own room, furniture, books, etc. Is he a victim of racism? Find evidence to support your answer.

8. Curley’s wife is a complicated and fascinating character. The men on the ranch constantly refer to her in a derogatory way. Why does she communicate with the men in the way that she does? What do you think of her? Are the men right to think of her as they do?  Find evidence to support your answer.

