Unit 5: The Outsiders 
Study Guide
1. What is the conflict shown at the beginning of the story?

2. Why does the author include the movie scene & argument between Cherry and Dallas in the beginning of the story?

3. How do you know that Johnny needs the gang for love and affection?

4. What does Darry slapping Pony in Chapter three cause Pony to do?

5. What is repetition? Why would an author use it?

6. What tone does the narrator use to demonstrate the way the boys are feeling after Johnny kills the Soc?

7. What can we infer about Dally when he helps Johnny and Pony after the murder?

8. What is personification? 

9. What is hyperbole? Find an example in the story

10.  What is Ponyboy proud of? In other words, what aspect of his appearance does he take pride in?

11.  Why did Dally carry an unloaded heater?

12.  How does Johnny typically behave? Describe him.

13. What do you realize about Darry when he cries in the hospital?

14.  What does “Juvenile Delinquents Turn Heroes” mean?

15.  How did Johnny behave when his mom showed up at the hospital?

16.  Explain what “the only thing that keeps Darry from being a Soc is us” reveals about Darry. 

17. How does the author show an increase in tension before the big rumble?

18.  How was Dally feeling when Johnny died? How did he react?

19.  How did Dally “[die] gallant?”

20.  When did Darry finally end the climax of the conversation between Randy and Pony, after Johnny died? 

21. Explain why Pony’s English grade dropped.

22. How does Johnny’s letter help to resolve the novel?

23. How did Johnny feel about dying (based on his letter to Pony)? Find evidence
24.  Why is the ending of the novel unique?

