Socratic Seminar on The Boy in the Striped Pajamas (October 20, 2015) 
Rules in order to get full credit:

· come prepared (8 points to have all answers filled out with evidence; at least one quote per question)

- be polite

- make at least three thoughtful comments that use evidence from the book

- stay focused and engaged

- use appropriate language and manners; rude comments/interruption will result in loss of points 

· provide insightful comments 

· try to help other students speak

· you may not bring your computer - this is the only paper you are allowed to bring 

Socratic Seminar Questions Group A:
1.     There are numerous themes Boyne included in this novel. Analyze Friendship as a theme, and explain how it connects to the novel.  You should really dig deep here! Explain in detail, and find page numbers and quotes to explain your beliefs.

2.     Authors often strive to create balance within their literary works. For every “good” character, there is usually a “bad” character that opposes the “good” character in some way. One purpose in doing this is to provide the reader with an opportunity to compare and contrast. Compare and contrast Bruno and Gretel AND Mother and Father. You can use a Venn Diagram if that helps you to highlight similarities and differences. Find evidence to support your answer. 

3.     Analyze Bruno’s mother as a character. What is she like? How does she behave? How does her character change? WHY does her character change? Consider her marriage to Bruno’s father as you answer these questions. Now, analyze Lietenant Kotler’s character. What do you know about him? How is he described? How does he behave? How does his character change? Once you have analyzed their characters, consider the dynamic between Bruno’s mother and Kotler. What was Boyne hinting at? Why would Bruno’s mother find any comfort in Kotler? How is Kotler better/worse than Bruno’s father? Find evidence to support your answer. 
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· try to help other students speak

· you may not bring your computer - this is the only paper you are allowed to bring 
Socratic Seminar Questions Group B:
1. There are numerous themes Boyne included in this novel. Analyze Loyalty as a theme, and explain how it connects to the novel.  You should really dig deep here! Explain in detail, and find page numbers and quotes to explain your beliefs.

2. Authors often strive to create balance within their literary works. For every “good” character, there is usually a “bad” character that opposes the “good” character in some way. One purpose in doing this is to provide the reader with an opportunity to compare and contrast. Compare and contrast Bruno and Shmuel AND Pavel and Lieutenant Kotler. You can use a Venn Diagram if that helps you to highlight similarities and differences. Find evidence to support your answer. 
3. Analyze gender roles in this novel. What is the expected role of the men in this novel? How do men behave in this novel? What is the expected role of women in this novel? How do women behave in this novel? Do the women in the novel support or disagree with the men in this novel? Do these behaviors and actions (in the novel) relate or differ from the expected gender roles of this time period? If you need to do a little research on gender roles during this time period, feel free to do so. Find evidence to support your answer. 
