Socratic Seminar on The Messenger 
· Be sure to answer all questions thoroughly. You also need a quote for each question. 
Questions for Group A:

1. What do you believe to be the central theme of the novel? How do various characters and situations in the novel fit this theme? Find evidence to support your answer.

2. Matty sacrifices his life for the greater good. Does this make him a hero? Why or why not? Try to connect Matty’s assignment to our current society. Can you think of any professions that require people to sacrifice themselves for the greater good? Does this make them a hero? Why or why not? If not, what DOES make a hero?
3. Think about the conflict over whether or not to close Village. What larger political issue(s) might Lowry be hinting at? Tie quotes from the novel to specific examples you have heard about today. What do you think she wanted us to learn from this metaphor? Find evidence to support your answer. 
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Be sure to answer all questions thoroughly. You also need a quote for each question.
Questions for Group B:

1.  In The Messenger, individuals in society are allowed to trade part of who they are at the Trade Mart. Should a person be allowed to trade part of who they are in order to gain something else? Why or why not? What do we do in our society instead of trading with others, and is this a better solution? Why or why not? Find evidence from the text to support your answer. 
2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the society in which Matty lives? Use examples from the novel to support your answer. 
3. What is contentment? What does it mean to be content? How does contentment affect perspective? Choose a character and find evidence that supports your stance. 

