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A Summer of Productivity


This summer may not have been packed with road trips and glamorous vacations, but it was definitely the most productive I have ever had. Summer was filled with many simple tasks and meaningful events that will forever be marked as some of the most memorable moments in my life. While I wish I would have had the ability to travel and take a few vacations, my time and money were better suited elsewhere. Between my summer duties as a bridesmaid, planning my own upcoming wedding, and preparing for my first year in my own classroom, I wasn’t exactly able to take on traveling the world. However, I reflect back on the summer with immense feelings of satisfaction and accomplishment. My summer duties have provided me with beautiful memorizes as well as completely prepared me for the two most important events of my life.  

The first major event of my summer vacation was the wedding of one of my best friend’s, Anne. Anne got married on July 13th and I was one of her honored bridesmaids. It was very enjoyable to be by her side for such an important day in her life. We spent the weeks before her wedding scrambling to get last minute details taken care of. Days were spent running errands all over town and making personalized wedding decorations. We even made hair flower clips for each of the bridemaids. Although the hours were long and tiring, it was an honor to be a part of tying up loose ends and putting all the finishing touches on a beautiful event. 

After Anne’s wedding I had to dive straight into planning my own wedding. Our wedding is at a venue that requries you to bring in most of your own materials, vendors and resources.  Most people are responsible for finding a photographer, caterer, cake, and favors.  I was responsible for bringing in all of those items in addition to tablecloths, decorations, flowers, napkins, beverages, plates, cups, everything. I couldn’t believe how many small details go into planning a wedding. Hours of my summer were spent devoted to making personalized decorations and solidifying all the necessary aspects of a very special day. 

Once I finalized the majority of my wedding details, I shifted gears to a whole new and different kind of planning-lesson planning. It was time to get myself situated for my first year as a full time teacher. I began by meeting with my colleagues to gather resources and input from their experiences teaching English last year. Once I sketched out what I wanted to cover with each grade, I began making more detailed plans for the first eight weeks of school. One by one novels arrived in the mail that I needed to read. A few of the novels were ones I had read in high school and others were brand new to me. I noticed that even the novels I read in high school took on a whole new light when I read them for the second time as an adult. I couldn’t believe how much more I appreciated the novels when I took a step back and really tried to put myself inside each story. 

**Conclusion –go back to the thesis statement to remind yourself what needs to be in your conclusion and WRAP IT UP!!
