F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “Winter Dreams” reading and discussion questions  Source: English 11—A. Hamley
1. According to the first paragraph, what socio-economic class (upper, middle, lower) can we infer Dexter Green is from? How do you reach this conclusion? 

2. How does Dexter feel about winter in Minnesota? Why does it make him feel this way? 

3. In Part II we see an extended dream from Dexter. Based on his dream, what can we tell he really wants from life? 

4. Dexter abruptly quits caddying, and he explains to Mr. Jones that it’s because he is “too old” to caddy (pg 1), but this isn’t the real reason. What was the real reason he quit? 

5. What was Dexter’s first big success (that made him a good deal of money) after college? 

6. Based on pg.3, write a characterization of Judy Jones. What do we learn about her physical appearance? About her character? How do you reach these conclusions? 

7. Explain what Fitzgerald means with the last sentence of Part II. How has Judy Jones given Dexter “a new direction in his life” twice now (4)? 

8. What do we learn about Dexter’s mother? What does this information add to our understanding of Dexter’s character? In other words, how does what we learn about his mother make his socio- economic rise even more impressive? 

9. At dinner with Dexter, we learn that Judy is sad and wants to “weep a little” because of what (4)? What do we learn about Judy’s moral character from this scene? 

10. After reading pg. 5, write a concise, developed paragraph in which you characterize Judy Jones. In your paragraph, use a clear topic sentence and at least 2 good, cited examples with discussion of those examples. 

11. To whom does Dexter become engaged while Judy is gone? Why does that engagement end? 

12. In Part VI, we learn how Judy has ended up. What happens to her, as we learn from Mr. Devlin? 

13. Fitzgerald, speaking of Dexter’s “winter dreams,” says, “The dream was gone. Something had been taken from him” (9). What has been taken from Dexter? How/why? 

